My Space- Friend or Foe?
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By now, everyone with a computer is at least vaguely acquainted with MySpace, if not entranced with peeking into the lives of others through this phenomenon.   MySpace.com is the popular web-based teen community that engages teens and young adults by sharing of pictures, music and prose.  The day’s adventures are shared, dates are made, rumors spread, new friends(?) made, frustrations expressed and budding fantasies titillated.   It could be analogous to a 24- hour encounter group, without control or appropriate facilitation.

We have all heard the evils of MySpace, the rampant pornography displayed, the dangers of lurking predators, and the hurt it can cause.  My son was victim to someone producing a MySpace clone that looked identical to his own MySpace but full of vulgar and obscene comments and statements.  To MySpace webmaster’s credit, the phony MySpace was deleted within minutes after being informed of the problem. The lurking discomfort is that we still do not actually know who took the time to do this and discredit my son.

 Recently, in Sacramento, there were the threats to the President voiced in MySpace that caught world-wide attention and plots to smuggle fire arms into schools.

One local teen, Annie Purvis, voices her opinions loudly about MySpace on her My Space blog:

“It seems the internet has made people who are closet freaks come out of their shells. As if that wasn't already obvious, This goes for everyone - what the hell is it about the internet that makes people so brave? Get over yourselves, and act like real people. The internet is not there so cowardly people can become indiscriminate perverted assholes.

I'm not on myspace to hook up with strangers or with people I can't talk to in person because I don't have the looks or the temerity. I'm here to keep in touch with friends, not to get in touch with you and your gonorrhea-ridden, syphilitic-infested bodies. 

Don't get me wrong. I guess it's flattering, and I have gotten some really thoughtful and sweet messages, but there are some seriously disturbing people out there that I hope none of the people I love will ever come into contact with.
Not just people I love, but everyone really.”
All I can say is “Go Girl” to Annie but, without MySpace, I may have never heard her strong, compelling voice.  I don’t want to miss her voice so, back to MySpace I go!

As a parent and a parent educator, I can neither condone nor condemn MySpace.  We do have to warn our teens of the dangers- the internet predators that are lurking online looking for that vulnerable teen to befriend and molest.  Never put any personal information on MySpace, nor agree to meet anyone you meet on MySpace- you cannot be certain the person you are really talking is who they appear to be.   

On the other hand, MySpace provides a wealth of information to parents about what really is going on in the teen community and in their lives of their own children.  Take the time to check out MySpace, see who your teens are talking to, who those teens are talking to and what is being said.  Open up conversations with your teen, talking about the dangers of that party that was just announced on MySpace for after the game tonight, or the red flags you see or the very caring and poignant comments that many teens make about life and love and friendship.  

It is not likely MySpace will be gone anytime in the near future, so make it a means of opening up conversation with your kids, to listen to your teens and get to know their friends and their world.  Please hear me…I am not talking spying on your kids.  I am suggesting that you take a step into their world and open your eyes- after all, I may have missed a few precious moments with my own kids without MySpace!
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